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SUBJECT: BLACK TRADE UNION RIGHTS: TUCSA CONFERENCE 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 0751 

1 . SUMMARY: SOME OBSERVERS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN LABOR SCENE 
BELIEVE MINISTER OF LABOR FANNIE BOTHA MAY DECLARE AT THE 
FORTHCOMING TUCSA CONFERENCE THE INTENTION OF THE SAG TO 
PERMIT THE REGISTRATION OF BLACK TRADE UNIONS. THE EVENTUAL 
GRANTING OF BLACK TRADE UNION RIGHTS SHOULD BE EVALUATED, HOWEVER, 
IN THE CONTEXT OF OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN THE SAG'S POLICY OF 
SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. SEVERAL SOURCES BELIEVE THE PURPOSE OF THE TRADE UNION COUNCIL 
OF SOUTH AFRICA'S (TUCSA) SPECIAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR NEXT 
WEEK MAY BE TO DECLARE THE INTENTION OF THE SOUTH 
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AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO ALLOW THE REGISTRATION OF BLACK TRADE 
UNIONS. THIS VIEW IS HELD, FOR EXAMPLE, BY EVELYN SELORO 
(BLACK), GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE TRANSVAAL TEXTILE WORKERS 
UNION. SIMILARLY, EDDIE WEBSTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
WITWATERSRAND, WHO HAS BEEN ACTIVELY SUPPORTING THE BLACK TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT FOR YEARS, BELIEVES THAT THE PRESENCE OF JOHN 
BARRETT OF THE S.A. INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
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ON THE PROGRAM (JOHANNESBURG 0751) IS AN INDICATION TUCSA MAY BE 
PROPOSING TO OPEN ITS DOORS WIDER TO BLACK UNIONS. 

3. THE VRESENCE OF MINISTER OF LABOR FANNIE BOTHA ON THE 
PROGRAM IS ALSO SIGNIFICANT. THIS WILL BE THE FIRST TIME A 
NATIONALIST MINISTER HAS EVER ADDRESSED A TUCSA MEETING. 
ACCORDING TO PIET ROODT, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE S.A. FOOTPLATE 
STAFF ASSOCIATION, BOTHA HAS RECENTLY BEEN TELLING GROUPS OF 
WHITE TRADE UNIONISTS THEY MUST REALIZE THAT CHANGE IS COMING 
AND BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT BLACK TRADE UNIONISTS WITHIN THEIR 
RANKS. 

4. COMMENT: IF THESE RUMORS ARE SUBSTANTIATED, IT WOULD CONFIRM 
NIC WIEHAHN’S VIEW THAT THE BEST WAY TO NEUTRALIZE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE UNION OPPOSITION TO SOUTH AFRICA IS TO ALLOW BLACKS TO 
BELONG TO REGISTERED TRADE UNIONS. IT WILL BE IMPORTANT TO 
OBSERVE, HOWEVER, WHETHER TRADE UNION RIGHTS ARE GRANTED TO ALL 
BLACKS WORKING IN SOUTH AFRICA OR ONLY TO THOSE WITH S.A. 
CITIZENSHIP AND PERMANENT RESIDENCE RIGHTS. IF THE LATTER IS 

THE CASE, THE EXPANSION OF TRADE UNION RIGHTS MAY BE A HOLLOW 
GESTURE SINCE, WITH THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE HOMELANDS, CITIZEN- 
SHIP AND PERMANENT RESIDENCE RIGHTS FOR MOST BLACK SOUTH AFRICANS 
ARE EXPECTED TO WITHER AWAY UNDER EXISTING LEGISLATION. A CASE 
IN POINT, SELORO, AN ETHNIC TSWANA WHO WAS BORN AND LIVED ALL 
HER LIFE IN JOHANNESBURG, WAS RECENTLY REFUSED RENEWAL OF HER 
SOUTH AFRICAN PASSPORT. SHE WAS TOLD SHE MUST OBTAIN A 
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BOPHUTHATSWANA PASSPORT. 

5. SUBSTANCE ABOVE MAY BE PASSED TO AFL-CIO AS MAY BE DESIRED. 
JOHNSON 
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